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The U.S. Congress
Congress is one of the three arms of government, with the Executive and judiciary being the other branches. The U.S. Congress forms the bicameral legislature of the United States established in Article I of the United States Constitution. Bicameral legislature means that Congress is divided into two chambers: The Senate and the House of Representatives. The two houses are the law-forming body in the United States. The two chambers work jointly to pass bills that the president can veto or approve (Hamilton, 2004). The Congress meets in Capitol in Washington D.C. Congress was established for maintaining checks and balances between the three branches of government. The framers of the constitution established the three branches of government to promote the doctrine of separation of powers. 
Differences between the Senate and the House of Representatives
[bookmark: _GoBack]Although the two chambers of Congress work jointly to pass laws, they have some differences in the number of members and nature of representation. One of the differences between the two houses is that the House of Representatives has 435 members while the Senate consists of 100 senators (Hamilton, 2004).  The 100 senators are derived from the fifty states whereby each state produces two senators. On the other hand, the 435 members of the House are divided among the 50 states in proportion to their total population. Each of the members of the House of Representatives is elected directly by the people. Each state is allocated with congressional districts depending on the population. Each congressional district is awarded at least one representative. This means that bigger and more populated states have more representatives than smaller, less populated states.  For example, California has the highest number of representatives at 53, while smaller states like Alaska, South and North Dakota, Wyoming, Vermont, and Delaware have one representative each (Tamas, 2019).   Aside from the 435 voting members of the House, six more non-voting members bring the total composition of the House to 441 members. The House of Representatives is the lower House of the United States Congress. Elections for members of the House are done after every two years. To be a house member, they must be at least 25 years old and citizens for seven years. 
The Senate, which is the upper House of the United States Congress, consists of 100 members. Senators are elected for six-year terms. Only a third of the senators are elected every two years. For one to be a senator, they must have been a U.S. citizen for the past nine years and must be at least 30 years old. The Vice President serves as the president of the Senate and has voting rights in case of a tie in the Senate (Box‐Steffensmeier et al., 2015).
Functions of the Congress
The main function of the powers granted to Congress by the constitution is to make laws. A bill only becomes a law when approved by the Congress's two chambers-the House of Representatives and the Senate. Congress holds the legislative powers granted by the constitution of the United States. Thus, Congress has the power to make laws governing the country through its bicameral legislature. Another function of Congress is to represent people. Congress represents the people of the United States. Members of Congress represent their constituents either in the Senate or in the districts. Other functions of Congress include declaring war, approving presidential appointments, oversight, and investigations, and impeaching federal officers.  
Congress operates on a majority basis. When a bill is brought to the floor of Congress, it is debated and voted either to approve or reject it. A bill has to be approved by both houses for it to move to the next step. After that, the bill is subjected to presidential action whereby the president approves and signs to approve or veto the bill.  If the president vetoes the bill, Congress can override the veto if both chambers of Congress pass the bill by a two-thirds majority (Krutz & Waskiewicz, 2019).  After being approved by the president, the bill becomes law.
In conclusion, the U.S. Congress is an important government arm that helps maintain checks and balances. It is one of the coequal branches of government and is bicameral. The legislative body consists of the House of Representatives and the Senate. The two chambers work jointly to pass bills into laws.  The main function of Congress is to make laws. The other functions of Congress are to declare war, impeach federal officers, oversight, and approving presidential appointments. 
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